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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
A REQUEST TO UNITARIANS. 


Brethren,—Althoogh I am persuaded you will ac- 
knowledge no favor from me, nor let the world know 
that you feel any gratitude far any service that I afford 
you, yet I feel it no less my duty to assist you all in my 
power. ‘ 

The request which I now make is, that you converse 
together on the word placabrlity and the propriety of | 





applying it to the unchangeable JEFHovAH, to express | 
an attribute of His; and that when you discover its | 
j i at you renounce its use and discontinue 
impropriety, that y« ee oun i wed 
it. You understandingly disallow the orthodox notion | 
of placating an unchangeable Being, and duly realize | 


its absurdity. Why then do you pretend to hold to| 
the placability of the divine Being? 


Reading very receutly a sermon preached by one of | 
your most respectable preachers, | was surprised to | 
find the word placab:dity used to represent an attribute | 
of the unchangeable Jrhorah ! 1 looked into acces 
son’s Enclyclopedia, under the article UnITARIANS, 
avd found the word used in the same sense, in which 
the preacher used it. This use of the word placabilily | 
supposes, ae you well know, au ability ip the unchange- 
able Got to he appeased, or placated, which are the 
same thing. Yours in faithfulness. H. B. 





From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
LETTERS ON ELECTION, 
BY RICHARD WRIGHT OF GLASGOW, (SCOTLAND.) 
LETTER II. 
(Continued from page 62.) 

Dear Sir,—In farther discussing the subject recom- 
mended by your Brighton correspondent, there are two 
propositions which I shall endeavor to keep in view 
aud substantiate ; they are the following: 


Ist. The most high God hath. of his sovereign will 
and pleasure, chosen a part of his creatures to stand | 





ina peculiar relation to himself, and to enjoy peculiar. 


blessines. 
o 


2d. ‘The great Jebovah, in electing a part of his! 
creatures, had in view the happiness of al! his crea-| 
tures: the relation and blessings to which he elected | 
his peculiar ones, were intended to open the way for | 
his universal goodness to be fully displayed, and ulti-| 
mately to bring about the happiness of the whole crea- | 
tion, | 

In stating the doctrines of election and peculiar 
grace, it is not enough to prove that no injury is done | 
to the whole by a part being chosen, and the special 
favours bestawed upon them; itis necessary to show | 
that the particular designs of God, and his special 
operations, are in herfect harmony with his universal 
good will, and his imnoutable desire of the happiness of! 
Bil his works = this, and this only, can make such de- 
signs aud operations appear worthy of the God of love. 
We ought never to represent the benevolent Parent 
ofthe universe asa capricious or partial father, so fond 
ly attached to one part of his great family, so entirely 
eccupied with their concerns, as to forget the rest, and 
neglect their happiness , 
his works tore 
pursuing the 
every part. 


; but rather as combining al! 
ther in one stupend.us whole, and ever 
good of the whole by all his operations in 





| were the promises made, and related principally to 
Christ. Gal. iii. 16. ‘The Jews, notwithstanding their 


;same purposes, and designed to answer the same! 


The design of the present Letter is to illustrate and | chosen; a blessing to others, aud ulmately to termi- 
establish the above propositions, by. considering the | Nate in the happiness of all mankind. ' Tr 
Lord’s choice of Abram, and his promise to him. As Notwithstanding the exemplary panishment inflicted 
the reader goes on, he will discover my reason for se- | Upon the antidiluvians, the wonderful preservation of 
lecting the case of Abram, as the basis on which |) Noab and bis family, and the gracious covenant wnade 
t | with hia and all flesh, it appears that his posterity soon 


mean to establish the doctrines of peculiar grace and | 
degenerated from the knowledge of the true God, and 


universal goodness, to show their agreement and Co- | 
operation with each other. {sunk into idolatry. Paul hath given us a most affect- 

The choice of Abram, and the peculiar favour man- ing description of the dreadful state of the Gentiles, 
ifested to him, stand on record as the first instance, at land the alarming cousequences of their not loving to 
least after the flood,of an individual man being selected | p.44j)n God in their knowledge, Rom.i. In the days of 
by God to stand ina peculiar relation to himself, and 
enjoy the special manifestations of his grace. After 
the deluge, when Noah offered his sacrifice, Jehovah 
expressed his good will towards the whole human race 
indiscriminately, which should descend from him. He 
entered into covenant with Noah and his seed, which 
comprehend all mankind since that time. This cove- 


Abram, idolatry, it seems, was making rapid strides in 
Asia, even his family and kindred were infected with 
it, they served other gods, Josh xxiv. 2. The Sove- 
reign of the universe, that the knowledge of his name 
might pot be utterly extirpated from among men, and 
that way might be opened for hisabundant mercy and 
grace to be manifested to, and enjoyed by his crea- 


nant has never since been abrogated, never disannulled . : : : 
‘ures, fixed his choice npon Abram, called him, by a 


by any peculiar manifestations of grace to, or covenant 80h ‘ ; - 
made with, either individuals or nations ; but as God | Special manifestation of his will, to leave his father’s 
is in one mind, and all his works and ways make but house and his kindred, gave him a promise so extensive, 


ove complete system of divine wisdom and goodness, that though it bas been accomplishing ever since, it 
such peculiar manifestations and covenants must be | still remains to have its full and ultimate ac¢omplish- 


in pursuance of that good will which he had discover-| ment in the agestocome. Awful and affecting as the 
ed prior to such manifestations and covenants, and | apostle’s description referred to above may be, it is not 
the good will, before manifested, continues the same | easy to conceive how much more dreadful the state of 
throngh all sveceeding dispensations: of this God| mankind would have been, had not the God of grace 


bath given us a faithful witness in the heavens, his bow | interposed by the calling of Abram, and by the dispen- 
in the cloud, a token of his everlasting covenant be-| sations of his grace to him, and to his seed; through 
tween him and all flesh. Under this view, God stands! which the light of divine truth, and the means of salva- 
ina covenant relation to the whole world. Before “ 


, ae _| tion and everlasting happiness have, in successive pe- 
the: enitiety “o0: Strngey ene Ge ata wae that way oneret 'riods, been aflorded tothe world. We can form no just 
the human race had a superior claim given bim tothe | ‘ . 
ee estimate of the advantages resulting from the peculiar 
divine favour above another, on the ground of mere | ,. . a: : 
he.be ehh ial best | dispeasations of divine grace to the creation at large, 
: sequ ; ° , : ‘ 
end re gatos x27, ere, we begin where /uniess we trace them to their final issue, and contem- 
the subject first opens to our view. 


The Tord’s: che} rey 4 °¥b ; | plate them as ultimately terminating in the Universal 
phn org tyacee Te ge ie Soe: blessings | Restoration. Such a view of the‘subject completely 


promised to bim, did not relate to by tecivenual per | obviates all the difficulties which have so long clogged 
son merely, bnt extended to his posterity, both the | the doctrines of election and peculiar grace, which, | 
natural and spiritual seed: to him and to his seed 


think, cannot be obviated on any other ground, and an- 
swers the objections of deists to the scheme of divine 
revelation, as being narrow, partial, and unworthy of 
the Father of the universe. 





fall, as touching the election, or God’s choice of them | 


in their fathers,are still beloved forthe fathers’ sakes. That Jehovah’s choice of Abram, his calling bim, and 
Rom. 4, 2B wee Dlepeing 8 ADSPAD one upon the | the promise made to him, were peculiar and disguish- 
Gentiles, who believe through Jesus Christ, they too | ing favors, I think no man can deny,-Gen: xit:'1,%;3. 
are his seed, and heirs according to the promise, Gal. | Will any map attempt to. deny the peculiarity of the 


Lord’s dealings with Abram, the distinguishing nature 


Alt te 
io Renanakiivasial aenad tenateelnahd chenae aa the favor of God manifested tohim? Ifany one be 


4 lieriti aadctind | disposed to attempt sach denial, let him inform us to 
nate a ety ee ee ee te Oe BBee" | what other person at that time Jehovah afforded such a 
the Jewish, or now exist in the dealings of God with | ’ . ‘ 
sesitwhiidad dav dedi benmiéd Giesbuiniise. Autheds revelation of himself as he did to Abram, on what other 
s € e sper ; : 
are, s P P ; ' person he bestowed such favors as he bestowed on him. 


or | Ifthe peculiarity of the divine manifestations afforde 
Abram, ought to be considered as existing for the | P y d 


| to, and favors bestowed upon Abram be acknowledged, 





iii, 14, 29. ‘The promise to Abram is laid in the, Scrip- 
tures as a foundation-stone, on which all the succeed. | 


existence be in pursuance of the promise made to 


, the doctrine of distinguishing grace, or peculiar favor, 
ends as Jehovah avowed when he Grst ‘gave that! is at once admitted, and my first proposition established. 
Let us see if the. second will not derive equal support 
from the above passages. 


promise. If therefore we can prove that Abram’s 
heing chesen of God, that all the Most High promised 

im, was intended to, . 
to do for and bestow upon him, & “°\ God did not say, | will bless thee, merely for thy own 


Ine { ak ‘ d } 
make,him a blessing to others, 10. make blesge i emolument, that thou mayest be the exclusive recip- 
happy, all the families of the earth through him, we. ’ rant , 
shall in effect prove, that the election of the house | oe oFnty favors, and while | bless ‘thee, 1 will curse 
FI |, and of New Testament believers, all the , the rest of mankind, make them a foil in the exhibition 
9 srae , au ° - = 4 


° § < < ha é 
peculiar blessings, bestowed upon either the one or the | eae irdt Minad sah, Laeadaaibice re racial 
other, must: be intended to, make (bose, whe are so! “°S**its BPO” ype Be - 
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“shades in which I place thein, may make Yhy 
situation the more luminous; but J will bless thee, 
and make thee a blessing ; as much as to say, every 
blessing I bestow upon thee shall be a benefit to oth- 
Jehovah said, “I will make of thee a great na- 
tion, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great.” “The great nation referred to was not to impov- 
erish the world by their greatness, was not to be made 
great by a charter from heaven, confining the treas- 







































ers. 


for their aggrandizement to exhaust the means of in- 
finite love, so as to leave no divine favor for others 
to enjoy ; their name was not to be made great through 
everlasting clouds and darkness being made to rest 
upon the names of all others. Nothing like this is 
expressed in the passage : all their blessings, all their 
greatness, God intended as means of their being made 


the: highest pitch of their greatness, they will be a 
far greater blessing to the world than they have ever 
yet been, Rom. xi. Jehovah added, ‘‘I will bless them 
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee, and 
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”’— 
Not that I will bless the one and curse the other, 
from a partial attachment, a doating fondness to thee ; 
but the blessing and the curse are subordinate tothe 
great end of blessing all families of the earth. 

That the Jatter part of the promise to Abram can 
never be fulfilled, until the universal restoration takes 
place, is to me evident. All families of the earth 


ures of divine grace as a monopoly to them, was not | 


a blessing to others; and when they shall arrive at | 


| word Rol¥is also appliéd-to him. See Psalm exind, 
“holy and reverend is his name.’ Now if it be un- 
lawful to apply the word rererend to men because it is 
applied to God, must it not follow, that because the 
word holy is applied to God it is not lawful to apply it 
to men? But the word ho/y is, in scripture, applied toa 
| variety of subjects besides the divine Being, and among 
|the rest we find men. The seventh day was called 
|holy. There were also two places in the tabernacle 
| which were called holy. See Exodus xxvi.-33, ‘And 
the vail shall divide unto you between the holy place 
and the most holy.” ©In a number of places we find 
“holy mountain” spoken of: We read also of ‘holy 
| oil” avd of holy peopté. Also ofthe *‘holy temple and 
of holy things. The prophets are called holy men,&c. 
We are informed moreover, that *‘without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord.” And we are commanded 
to be *tholy for the Lord our God is holy.” 

It may be allowed that the word ho/y when applied 
to men should be considered in subordination, and very 
humble subordination too, to the word holy when ap- 
plied to God; and of this subordinate use of the word 
we have an example iv the passage quoted from Exo- 
dus xxvi. 33. There we read of the holy place and of 


the most holy. The first is comparative, the last su- 
perlative. 


When the foregoing is duly considered. it is believed, 
that the objection to the common use of the werd reve- 
jrend, resting on the simple fact of its being applied to 
the divine Being, will be fairly removed; and if the 
objector find any thing further in the way to prevent 


/ 











must comprehend all the inhabitants of the earth, | him from consenting to this common use, it may be de- 
then, and ever since. Itis not said some individuals | cause the very word reverend is not, in scripture, ap- 
of every family, but families collectively are spoken | pjied to men. 

of, which jncludes all branches of each family, rel The proper answer to this objection avails itself of 
ever since multiplied, scattered, or extinct: and the | the fact, that, according to scripture, reverence is just- 
whole collection of families is comprehended in the | ly paid to men, and proceeds to argue that whoever is 
words. It is not said, may be blessed, shall have an | justiy reverenced is in fact reverend. See Eph. v. 33, 




















































they do this or that; the language is positive, without 


“meant by the blessedness here promised, we shall pot 
now particularly inquire, but barely observe, that sure- 
ly nove will say that either endless misery, or total an- 
Dihilation can be the thing spoken of, or that any per 
son can ‘be actually blessed any farther than he is 
made happy. That some of the families of the earth 
have been totally cut off in their sins, that part of all 
‘the families of the earth have died in the same state, 
none can deny. If such lapsed creatures never be re- 
stored, how can the premise be established in its full 
extent ? 

Fearing I may have made this letter already too 
long, | hasten to conclude, and will study greater 
brevityin my pext. Iam, dear sir, yours in sincerity 
and truth, 





FOR THE 
A QUESTION CONSIDERED, 


There being very good grounds for believing, that 
Many sincere christians entertain conscientious scrnu- 
pies concerning the propriety of using the word Rere- 
rend-applied to men, | have concluded that something 
might he offered on the subject that might tend to re- 
move such scruples, and to give satisfaction, even to 
the tendérest conscience, that the common ‘use of this 
word to designate a public, ordained preacher of the 


gospel is not only innocent, but justifiable by scripture 
authority. ; 
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The most material objection to the common use of 
the word rerevend, as faras Thave learned, is, that this 
word is applied to the supreme Being in the only pas- 
sage of holy writ,.in which it.is found ; and as it is ap- 
plied to God, it is, profaning the sacred title to apply it 
to an order of men, 

In reply to this objection it may be said that in the 


opportunity of enjoying biessings, shall be blessed if| ‘*And the wife see that she reverence her husband.’’— 


restrictions or limitations, shall be blessed. What is | 


| his folly. 


Heb. xii. 9, **Furthermore, we have had fathers of our 
flesh, which corrected us, and we gave them reve- 
rence ; shall we wot much rather be in subjection to 
|the Father of ovr spirits, and live?” Here let it be 
observed, that we are vot only furnished with scrip- 


{ 
{ 


and will reepect him, let the word, by whith his office 
is designated, be what it may. 

Relative to this subject, it is worthy of notice, that 
it is the office which is honorable, and that the man, 
whose conduct is agreeable with the office, and alto- 
gether what the office requires of him, justly shares of 
the honor which is paid to the office. The words of 
St. Paul in Eph. v. seems to favor this argument; see 
verse 17, “Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor, especially they who labor ig 
word and doctrine.” 

It is an opinion which much deliberate reflection and 
the experience of many years have contributed to cop- 
firm, that whatever tends to weaken public respect 
and reverence for sacred things is unfriendly to the 
cause of true religion. Some, no doubt, have unhap- 
pily confounded what, in reality is nothing but super- 
stition, with reverence for sacred things; but this ise 
mistake. Superstition pays her devotions to what is 
not sacred, and leaves those which are onregarded, 

If after reading the foregoing remarks, any of my 
brethren should continue to think that the word rere- 
rend is too honorable a title for one who is the servant 
of Jesus Christ, they may be assured that their views 
are no offence to me, though | may continue to agree 
with what is so very naturally expressed, Prov. xxvii. 
18, **Whose keepeth the iig-tree shall eat the fruit 
thereof; so he thut waiteth on his master shall be 
honored.” H. B. 


? 





From the Universalist. 
DISSOLUTION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTTI. 


‘*Looking for, and hasling unto the coming of the day 
of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dis- 
solred, and the elements shall melt with fervent 


heat.°—2 Peter iii. 12. 


Having a different view of this subject, from that of 
such as claim to be orthodox I have ventured to peu 
my thoughts, hoping that some one more able, may 
appear to vindicate the truth and beauty of this por- 


tion of the divine record. 





ture authority for using the word, but we are taught 

| how to use it, viz. in a subordinate sense when applied | 
to subordinate creatures, but in a superlative sense | 
when applied to the supreme Being, for it is evident | 
that the apostle means the same by being in subjection | 
as he does by giving reverence. 

Though the scriptures furaish much more than has 
beep mentioned, by which arguments in proof of the 
innocent use of the word rerevend, when applied to 
men might be maintained, it is deemed unnecessary 
further to extend the subject, except it be to consider, 
what may be thought the only remaining objection. | 
which may be done briefly. This objection way be | 
stated thus; The use of the word rererend, to desiz- 
vate a certain order of men, signifies, on the part of the 





common people,a sort of abasement or submission, which 
is inconsistent with that liberty, independence and e 
quality of standing,imto which the gospel of Christ intro- 
duces all true believers ; and on the other, it seems to 
indicate a kind of elevation of those, to whom the word 
is applied whichis inconsistent with that true bumili- 
ty which necessarily cambines with the profession and 
calling.of a.minister of the meek and lowly Saviour,—— 
Co this objection it seems that the answer must be very , 
easy and satisfactory, for there is no respectful id 
given to apy order of men, that is really any bouor toa 
person any longer than he walks with becoming hu- 
mility and circumspection in that office which is desig 

nated by such title. ‘So far from this, when a man so 
conducts as to dishonor the office in whick he fs placed, 
that very office makes him the more distingaished for 
But if a man duly fulfils the duty of bis of- 








fice, and conducts himself with becoming propriety, 





“ Looking for,’—shows that believers were then ex- 
pecting the “day of God” to he manifested —For the 
Saviour had informed his disciples, (hat it would come 
hefore that generation should pass away ;—though 


/none knew either the day or the hour, **but the Father 


only.” Peter wrote about A.1).64, and is supposed to 
have suffered martyrdom, three years alterwards, near 
the close of Nero’s reign, and less than four years piior 
to the siege of Jerusalem. ** And hasting,”’&c. Believers 
were nigh to, daily looking for, and expecting “tae 
day of God.”’ They did not merely look for its com- 
ing at some future, yet distant period, but as hastening 
its approach. That day accordingly came, in about 
four years after this epistle is supposed to bave been 
But for the elect’s sake, those days shall be 
xxiv. 22. It appears that Paul 


written. 
shortened.”’’ Mat. 
thought the Thessalonians fully understood this sub- 
ject; for he says, 1 Thes. v. 1--4. “but of the times 
ant seasons, brethren, ye have no need that | write 
For yourselves know pecfectly, that the day 


moto you, 
For 


of the Lord so cometh asa thief in the night. 
when they shal) say peace and safety; then .suddea 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon 4 Wor 
man with child; and they shall.nof escape. But ye, 
iwethren, are not in darkness, that ‘hat day should 
overtake you as a thief.”’ 

Now is it rational to suppose, that those unbelievers 
who have beew dead nearly two thousand years, have 
all this time thought, and now think and will to the 
end of time, that they are in safety; and that they 
will then be raised and sent to endless torment! 

‘Of the day of God.”’—This day of God is the time 
of punishment inflicted on the Jews for their disobed- 


same passage where this word is applied to God the (the publid séatithent ‘aid feelitg will do him bonor, | ience ; and is frequently spoken of in the bible, Mo 
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pr describes their punishment: in. the 26th chapter_ot 
Leviticus; and in Deuteronomy, 28th chapter, 530 
verse say5, ‘Thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own be: 
dy, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which 
the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and Hi 
the straitness wherewith thine enemies shal! distres- 
thee.’ This actually took place according to Josephus. 
during the seige of Jerusalem. Joel i. 15. ** > las for the 
day, for the day of the Lord is at hand,& as a destructio: 
from the Almighty shall it come.” — Also,2d chap. I+t 
and 2d verses. “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
sound ap alarm in my holy mountain; let all the in- 
habitants of the land tremble ; for the day of the Lord 
cometh--a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness, as the morning spread upon 
the mountains ; a great people, and a strong ; there 
bath not been even the like, neither shall be any more 
after it, even to the years of mapy generations.” 

Dan. xii. 1, says, **And there shall be a time of trou- 
ble, such as never was since there was a nation, even 
to that same time ;’’ which perfectly corresponds with 
that quoted from Joel, in reference to the day of the 


Lord. 


The Saviour was doubtless speaking of the same | 


period, when he says, Mat. xvi. 27, 28, ‘*For the Son 
of man shall come in the glory of his Father, with his 


angels; and then he shall reward every man accord-| 
ing to his works. Verily I say unto you, there be, 


some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till 
{hey see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” The 
last verse of the 8th ch. of Mark, and the Ist verse of 
the 9th chap. are parallel texts. Any person who will 
read and compare the 13th chap. of Mark with the 
foregoing quotations, must be convinced of the correct: 
ness of this view, of the day of the Lord spoken of in 
the verse at the head of this article. This period is 
by the Saviour, denominated the “‘days of vengeance,” 
in Luke xxi. 22, and Amos viii. 3, says, “the songs of 
the Temple shall be howlings in that day,” and that 
“there shall be many dead hodies in every place.”’— 


Surely this day of the Lord, so long and so often an- . 


nounced hy the prophets; so particularly described by 
our Saviour, both as to circumstances and time; and 


so perfectly understood by the apostles and primitive | 


christians, can have no reiation to a future state; but 
tothat period when God took signal vengeance on his 
apostate people, and glorified himself before all nations 
wm the fulfilment cf the sure word of prophecy. 

“The heavens.°—This with the phrase “kingdom of 
heaven,” undoubtedly signifies in this and other pla- 
ces of the sacred volume, the Jewish church or econo- 


my. Isa. xxxiv. 4, 5, says, *tand all (he host of heav- | 


eo shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled 
together as a scroll; and all their host shall fall down, 
as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig 
from the fig-tree. For my sword shall be bathed 


in heaven,” &c. This language is used, in such con- | 


nexion as clearly to show, that in the impending ca- 


- : . . . ’ 
lamities of Idumea, and other vueighboring couniries, | 


the inhabitants of Palestine ~—the people of Israe!—the 
church of God would be great sufferers. The Saviour 
iv Mat. xxiv. 29, after having named the particular 
signs preceding the destruction of the Jewish Temple 
an! polity describes that event in the following man- 
ner;—“Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkeued, and the moon shall not give 
ber light, and the stars shall fall from heaven. and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken.” Ifany doubts 
should arise, respecting the application of this passage 
of the Jewish hierarchy, they will he atonce removed 
by reading the 34th verse, where the Saviour says, 
“verily [say unto you this generation shall not pass, 
Ull ail these things be fulfilled.” But to put this con- 


struction beyond controversy, compare Hag, ii. 6, with 
Heb. xii, 


26, 27, where it is said, **vet once more I 
shake not. the earth only, but also heaven; and this 
word, yet once more, signifieth the removing of those 
things that are shaken, as of things that are made, 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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that those things which cannot be shaken may re- 
vain.” Sufficient testimony bas thus been given, to 
orove that heaven bere means the Jewish polity or dis- 
pensation. 

‘Being on fire.—Fire is often used in a figurative 
sense in the Scriptures. Passion, indignation, the 
work of purification or destruction is represented, by 
the term fire. Thus the dissolving or removing of the 
heavens, is here said to be effected by fire. It is also 
indicative of punishment or suffering ; and surely no 
people ever suffered so much, as those under the heav- 
en of the Jews. Hence while it represents the de- 
struction of the legal dispensation, it comprises the ac- 
cumulated miseries of the devoted people of Israel.— 
Isa. ix. 19, **Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts is 
the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fue] 
of the fire; no man shall spare his brother.” The 
chastisements of God, are thus spoken of, Amos v. 6. 
‘seek the Lord, and ye shall live; lest he break out 
like a fire inthe house of Joseph and devour it, and 
there be none to.guench it in Bethel.” Thas by the 
*-heavens being on fire,” we learn that the Jews asa 
nation or church having, through the blindness of their 
minds, filled ‘‘up the measure of their iniquities,” 
should receive *‘a just recompense of reward.”’ 

“Shall be dissolved.” This shows that the time was 
then future, though it by no means follows, that it con- 
tinves to be so. If our views of this subject be correct. 
it bas long since been completely fulfilled. To dis- 
solve, siguifies to separate, decompose orto melt.— 
Thus it appears, that by ‘‘the heavens being dissolved,” 
is meant, the dissolution of the ligaments by which the 
| Jewish National charch was bound together. This dis- 
| organization was not only desigved for the punishment 
| of that wicked and perverse nation; but was neces- 
‘sary to the introduction and establishment of the gos- 
pel, or ‘tthe new heavens and new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” Isaiah describing the visita- 
tions of God’s judgments upon the nations for sin says, 
24th chap. 19th verse, *‘The earth is utterly broken 
down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved 
exceedingly.’ By which nothing more can be intend- 
-ed than the change, perversion, transfer, or destruc- 
tion of goveroment and avthority. © 
| *Elements.”—By this word the apostles designated 

the rites and ceremonies of the Jewish church, em- 
bracing the traditions of the fathers, and the conse- 
quent bigotry and self righteouspess of those, who by 
their observances expected justification. The term 
elements, is used by the apostle Paul, in relation toa 
‘controversy ou the subject of legal observances, in 
such mauner as to admit no rational deubt of its ap- 
| plication to the Jewish law, in Gal. iv. 3and 9, **Even 
|so we, when we were children, were in bondage under 
the elements ol the world.. ..... But now after ye bave 
kuow. God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye 
again to the wexk and beggarly elements whereunto 
ye desire to be again in bondage ” 





The word rudiments is but a different rendering of 
ithe same term, elsewhere rendered elements, a d is 
{manifestly applied to Jewish ordinances in Col. ii. $ 
aid 20. ‘* Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the /raditions of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 
\**Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ, from the rudi 
| ments of the world, why as though living in the world 
‘are ye subject to ordinances.” 
| ‘Shall mell.”\--The same, or nearly the same is bere 
'meant, as in the preceding expression, **shall be dis- 
solved,” and imports the dissolution of the subject to 
which it is applied: Here it should be remarked, that 
all the peculiar rites of the law, were effectually re- 
moved and done away, by the destruction of the city 
and temple of Jerusalem, and the conquest and dis- 
persion of the nation of the Jews. 

“With fervent heat.”’—This expression had been 
used in verse 10, and is equivalent to very great heat, 
This preserves the connexiop, and train of ideas, sug- 
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 eested by the former part of the sentence—the heavens 
being om fire, shall be dissolved, by which, we have 
seen 4 state. of suffering was intended ; here the uo- 
tion of intense and uncommon miseries is impressed. — 
And who that turns his attention to the uvexampled 
calamities and most aggravating miseries of the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem, but will perceive a very remarka- 
ble fitness in the phraseology of this passage? | 
Thus viewing this subject, we find a beautiful con- 
catenation of scripture prophecies, and view their com- 
plete and remarkable fulfilment.” The mind is not 
shocked with unnatural and anti-philosophical theo- 
ries of the decomposition of the planets and atniosphere, 
and the consequent re-production of organized matter 
phenix-like from its own ashes: but we behold ‘the 
entire abrogation and dissolution of that elementary 
dispensation, which exalted the Jews to heaven, in 
point of privilege—their exemplary chastisement for 
the greatest offences—-a severity in its inflication un- 
paralleled—-and a monument erected and consetrated 
to the christian religion, imperishable as traoth. ° We 
behold the “new hearen and new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness,” in the new order of thivgs 
under the gospel dispensation ; and the counsel of Je- 
hovah gloriously revealed for the advancement and 
perfection of kuowledge, purity, and happiness. J. H. 
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From the (Montrose, P«.) Candid Examiner. 
UNIVERSALISM A SUPPORT LN VEATH, 


The value and importance of the Christian Religion 
may be realized in every station of life in which we 
may be placed. But the hour of death is the peculiar 
time in which its excellency is most sensibly expe- 
rienced. Atthat solemn time, when all earthly hopes 
are fast vanishing away, when every prospect of futore 
happiness under the sun passes from us like visions of 
night, when the dark shades of death are about to 
hide in their sable folds all which is known, familiar 
and beloved, then how consoling is that glorious hope 
bearing us on its swift towering pinions beyond this 
melancholy vale of deceptive mortality to a land of 
glory and unfading joys. 

I have not been acquainted with a more striking in- 
stance of that glorying over mortality, which a firm 
faith in Jesus Christ only gives, than in the closing 
days of a relative whose lamented but triumphant 
death I witnessed. < 

Mariam had approached to her nineteenth year, 
when a lingering disease begap its work of destruction 


| upon her. Previous to this no threatening cloud bad 


ever obscured the flattering prospect of future pros- 
perity. From all the expectations of worldly happi- 
ness she was cut off, by a slow but fatal illnese; yet 
the principles of religion in which she had been in- 
structed from childhood, aud which she had experienc- 
ed in more mature years, withdrew not its solace nor 
the glory it revealed, while every thing else was stea- 
dily receding from her view; but while approaching 
death was fast extinguishing the transient glory of 
earthly things, a sure and steadfast hope, if possible, 
increased in firmness and shed a more enlarged bril- 
‘iancy onher mind. Her faith in the restoration of all 
things was firm and unwavering. It appeared the sub- 
ject of the most joyous meditation, and the most happy 
theme of conversation. As she looked forward to the 
pleasure of heaven with delightful expectancy, the 
prospect that a redeemed world would finally mix in 
its sublime praises, increased the pleasure of her antic- 
ipation, 

When the hope of recovery was yielded to the fa- 
tality of her disease, she expressed the utmost calm- 
ness and resignation. But as the time drew near that 
was to close her earthly pilgrimmage she looked for- 
ward with eager desire to the time of her departure. 
Death appeared less a king of terrors than an angel of 








deliverance from the bondage of corruption, and as x 
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conductor into the giorious liberty of the sons of God, 
A few days previous to her death she prevailed on her 
friends to prepare her grave clothes, desiting they 
should be hung up in her sight, and gazed upon them 
with a sereve pleasure as though they pointed to that 
garment made white, washed clean in the blood of the 
Lamb. She gave directions for her funeral, particular- 
ly requesting a preacher of the restoration to perform 


the funeral services asa further testimonial that she | 


died firm in the faith she had professed. When death 
came, the hailed him as a friend, and while she yield- 
ed her mortal life to hie power, her mind gloried over 
him in that victorious faith which for some weeks had 
almost yielded the joys of its realitiestocome. A few 
days before her death she dictated the following letter 
to some distant relatives. 

‘“Beleved. cousine—I received your friendly letter 
and feel asensible sensible gratitude for your regard 
to me and our family. Not being able to write myself, 
a friend writes for me; and you must receive this as 
the last token of my friendship in this world. In this 
| take: my leave of you forever; and although I shall 
remember you to the last hour of my life, yet this is 
my dying hour to you, for you cannot hear from me 
again till you hear that | amio the tomb. You ap- 
pear to have been ignorant of my situation--you wri'e 
as though | am as I have been in former years; but I 
am no more to this world but a fast decaying sojourner 
tothe land of spirits. 

«It has been some months since a lingering consump- 
tion began to wear away my health ; fora few weeks 
| have been confined.a prey to constant decay; anda 
few more days wi'l terminate my existence. This, 
dear friends, will be another witness to you of the un- 
certainty of a)l prospects below the sun. Our lives 
are shadows quick vanishing away. As the sun sets 
in the west, leaving the world in gloomy night, so in 
death; but as the solitude of night is cheered from the 
prospect of morning, so in death, we look forward with 
pleasore to a life of immortality beyond the grave ; or 
as the blossoms of summer are shorn in autumn, so are 
we cat off by death. But as in autumn we look for- 
ward to the returning spring, so in death we look for- 
ward to a resurrection of immortality; and so true as 
the morning succeeds the night, and spring returns af- 
ter autumn, so true if we die we shall live again.— 
Farewell, you will remember that | loved you—you 
will remember days of happiness in which you lived 
here. If you return our family will meet you with 
pleasure, but I shall be here no more. Farewell, you 
say you expect to visit us next fall, but I shall not see 
you, Many things will bring me to your remembrance. 
Yoo will remember the places in which we have been 
together—-yon will remember these seasons of happi- 
ness; then remember my attachmentto you. This is 
the last time | signify my love, for soon to this world 
the voice of Mariam will be silent forever. I do not 
fear death. I am calm, 1am reconciled—yes | even 
desire to depart. I do not fear death, I look beyond 
it. I believe with a firm established faith that not on- 
ly myself but that all our fallen race will finally be 
saved from sin and death, and unite in the song of the 
glorified above. My faith is not wavering, so fare- 
well, that you may be happy here, that you may have 
the presence of God when you die, and that you may 
ever behold his face in the eternal world, is the fer- 
vent and last prayer of your ever constant, affectionate 
and now dying cousin. M.M.” 





From the (Utica, N. Y.) Universalist. 
OBITUARY. 


To the Editor of the Universalist, 

Dear Sir.—If you think this communication not un- 
worthy a place in the Universalist, you are requested 
to insert it.—Diep, in this town, on the 14th inst. 
Miss Acusam Munson, daughter of Mr. Wa. Manson, 


age. about 16. She suffered one of the most obstinate 
diseases that ever afflict our race. ‘Truly might it be 
said, that the king of terrors approached with tardy 
but dreadiul steps, in the most appalling and cruel 
form, with all his pangs and tortures, and mighty ele- 
ments of woe, 


miseration in the public mind,-she had one upfailing 
comfort, ove divine solace that imparted resignation, 
| patience, strength and trmeph to her victorious mind. 
| Notwithstanding she was young, she had acquired 
pone intellectual attainments, and had cherished the 

-ocial and moral virtues. And in spite of the force of 
popular opinion, she had searched the Revelation ol 
Heaven, aud established her faith and confidence in 
God as the benefactor and Saviour of all mankind.— 
She would often speak of death with the most tran- 
quil composure, as her final happy deliverance from 
the sufferings of frail mortality. Months betore he: 
death she requested the writer of this article to deliver 
And although 
great paius were taken, by the ministers of the gospe: 





her funeral discourse from Isaiah liv. 


of everlusting death, to convert ber to their sentiments, 


she remained unshaken, and never for a moment 
enly bather, which were ail engaged in the restoration 
of the great kindred fraternity oi intelligences to holi- 
ness and happiness. 


if she still believed in the final salvation of all men? 
She answered, *] do believe ibrough the goodness of 
God, that.all will be saved.” ** You know (said 1) it 
is the opmiou of many, that this doctrine will do to 
live by, but not to die by.” 
accountable for what others think or say, | am certain 
it will do fer metodie by.” Yes, it really did an- 
swer, it was te her a ground of hope, a tountain of liv- 
ing joy, a rich and bright theme of pious meditation, 
which conquered death, and shed upon the last rays of 
the vital lamp, the bits-ful triamph of immortality. 

Our opposers say their doctrive is true, because they 
do not renounce it at death. How amply might we 
prove our doctrine in that same way ; but as we have 
‘much better proof **the law and the testimony,” we 
will make no further use of this, than to show from 
facts that the dectrine of all God’s holy Prophets, will 
even do to die by as well as to live by. 

What think ye realer? Wo you believe there was 
in creation a man that trembled and groaned on bis 
death bed,. because he really feared that all mankind 
would be happy in heaven? No, you must see it is 
| because they fear that it will not be so, that they trem- 
ble and shake, and of course, it is not universalism 
| which ever brings despair upon the soul but the want 
of it, L. C. Topp. 
Sulesburu, (N. Y.) August 25th, 1825. 











FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
THE JOY, PRODUCED BY RELIGION. 


Abstract ofa Sermon from 1 Peter i. 8. 9,—**Belier- 


recewng the end of your jurih, even the sulvation of 
your souls.” 


as he says in the second verse, elect according to the 
foreknowledge of Gud the Father, through sancitfica- 
tion of the spirit. in our text he mentions that un- 
speakable and glorious joy, which they experienced in 
believing, and in receiving the salvation of their souls. 

We shall do well, as we pass along, to remark that 
the salvation of which the apostie here speaks, is such 
as his believing brethren were then actually receiving, 
and not one that they were only waiting for. It is 
that salvation of which our Savivur spake, when he 
said to Zaccheus, * This day is salvation come to this 
house ;**—the same to which the Angel alluded, who 
announced the birth of Christ: *lbou shalt call his 
vame Jesus,foi he shall save his people from thetr sans.”” 
|} Our object, at present, is, tv describe that comfort 
and peace which religion affords. We shall endeavor, 
in the first place to ascertain what sort of peace it is ; 
and then to show what produces it. 

There are, probably, no christians who do not ac- 
knowledge that reiigion always causes grea! joy in the. 
mind of the possessor. “it isnot uncommon lo hear pro- 
lessors declare that they have enjoyed more bappivess 
in ane hour of serviug God, thau they have in all the 





Lut while her lingering and protracted | 
distress awakened the most exquisite feelings of com | 


doubted the veracity, justice and mercy of her heav- | 


! once asked her. on an eveniug | 
when it was thought she would not survive the night, | 


She answered, *] am not | 


ing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory 3] 


St. Peter is here writing to his brethren, who were, | 


ee 
business and pleasures of life. We shall not slop to 
inquire how this coaports with what the same pros 
fessors will at other times so vehemently urge, Viz. that 
piety and irreligion are not rewarded and punished ig 
this world ; but we oust say, even from other consid. 
erations, that it is to be doubted whether the sensation 
which many Call religious comfort, be the effect of gen. 
uine religion. It generally appears to consist very 
much ip an enthusiastic state of the feelings,——one, in 
\ which they are excited far beyond their proper and 
temperate exercise ; and you have probably observed 
that this extraordinary excitement is commonly sues 
ceeded by low spirits and desponding thoughts, which 
are termed scenes of darkness, intended for trial of the 
faith. Raptures which must sink into melancholy, are 
intemperate, aud uoworthy of being imputed to relic. 
ion, ‘These excitements certainly appear to bea fran- 
tic, rather than a rational joy. Those who are under 
its influence, cannot describe por explain it. It go of- 
ten rises to the utmost extravagance, and runs into the 
most incoherent wildness, that men of sense actually 
sickepn at the mention of it. 

Now, religious joy must be of the same nature with 
other joy, or else it is not joy. It must be rational 
‘oo, or itis not fit for arational creature. And it must 
, ve capable of being defined, or else it is not capable of 

being understood. 
According to our text, one cause of religions joy, is 
\ belvef or faith. ‘ 








duces joy; ane it is perfectly reasonable that faith in 
| spiritual good, should have the same eflect. The goss 
pel, which iu the case under consideration is the thing 
believed, is bot another term for good tidings, as this 
is the simple definition of the word; and it isa self- 
hevident truth that good tidings, when believed, must 
prodace pleasure. Let us, however, observe the sev- 
eral particulars which constitute the doctrine of Jesus 
, Christ. 
| He taught mankind the character of God, whom he. 
{denominated THE FATAER; an appellation which 
| gives assurance of his strong affection and ouremitting 
|care. Our Saviour also represented his own mission, 
jasthe pledge of the Father's great Love to his offs- 
ipring: “Gop So Loven THE worRD, that he gave his 
only begotlen Son.” .Can any man firmly believe that 
the unchangeable God, in whom he lives and has bis 
being, ishis Father and his Friend, aod not rejoice at 
ithe thought 2?) If God, almighty and ombiscient, is our 

Protector, what can harm us? Mast we not be safé'in 
|his keeping? Though we pass through @ thonsand 
| scenes, which for the present are not joyous bat griev- 
lous, still if it is our Father that conducts us. what bave 

we to fear. 

Again: Jesus Christ brought /ife end immortalify to 
light. Ele demonstrated # tuture state of existence, 
and thus gave men the assurance that they are to live 
ferever. When we know thal tic, whose care extends 
to the very hairs of our head, loves us, aud that atter 
| our present life shal) have pas--d sway, we are to rise 
| from the dead, and exist eternally in his favor, can we 
ask for any thing more? Yes: we way desire the 
|same blessing for our feilow creatures ; and indeed we 
‘are commanded to ask it for all mankind. Behold then 
| this remaining wish of our hearts gratified; for Christ 
will draw allmen unto himseif,* As in ‘dam all die, 
even so in Christ shai! ali be made alive.” 

Is it either unaccountable or ¢tranze that a frm helief 
in such a system, should inspire joy? Whe fact is. a 
| part of the happiness experienced in religion is (he nal- 
'ural effect of faith in the doctiine of divine frath 

But in order to complete this happiness, there are 
other things wanting. A man who is a slave to his pas- 
sions, and whois continually harrassed by the up- 
braidings of his conscience, must be wiserable, let bis 
belief be what it may. Therefore, the apostl. in our 

text, mentioned a second cause of his brethren’s joy, 
viz. the salvation of their souls, This, as we have al- 
ready remarked, was a salvation which they were thea 
‘receiving, and which consisted in release from the do- 
minion of sin. With that calm sunshine which Virtue 
| diffuses over the soul, heightened by unbounded confi- 
dence in Ged, and by the hope of immortal bliss for 
ourselves, our friends, and all mankind, a man must, 
from the nature of things, possess a joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. 

Change either the belief. or the moral state of the 
mind. and you necessarily introduce misery at once in- 
tothe soul. [fit were possible for one firmly to 
lieve fhe gospel, and sti!l remain vicious, be would 
bear about a heil in his bosom, thouch he saw all 
peace without; and when @ virtvous heart loots on 
God as a foe to half itsrace, and anticipates their end- 
less agonies, it feels a. pang. unutterable, aud. refuses 
ito be coaiforted. SAcCKUss. 


Faith in any good, even temporal, pro- 
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